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Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture (RMSA)
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E= WheatRidge, C0.80034-1406 - - - -
Since 196\

December 10, 2010
Annual Christmas Party
7:00 pm at Westech Mechanical

4755 Fox Street A Denver CO 80216 A 303.762.9894

ANNUAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD AT THE
DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING.

** MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT ***

Page 8 for Positions

Avail abl e

4« The Yankee Gift Exchange Is back!

Participation: Voluntary

/“
Laughter: Guaranteed ﬂ
See Page 6 for Details!
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RMSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Presi d&ni 0 Ercddstn
303.941.8060 e@wvestechmechanical.com

Vice Pr edilldgarCompfod 1 0
7195101980 lindacompta@@comcast.net

Secret-at9) (609Val
303.420.6217 valerieslay@gahoo.com

L

Treasu#dd@pe( 610

Adopt-A-Bi r d (6
Warren Benbrook

303.725.9374 warber@®.com

Man-atey

Educati on MalKea)ghursto
kevin_thursto@hotmail.com

Publicity
ander30386%1533
gabyamaza@@hotmail.com

-MaBprgeab(

Fundr ai si ng-0Mdn a Karmr
macawsrmag@aol.com

Trustees
fiBead Twy ma-0 1 020.280.5824

Cindy Cad 13835012289 10
cindyandtink@ yahoo.com

Gl enda Pudlllluym
glendapullum2@®msn.com

(610

oy

bl Rusa Drabek, DVM

Arvada, CO 80002

0

1 akewood, CO 80232

b §emry LeBopde, OXYM

@itgleveoas KGO 80112

Aurora, CO 80015

Games Manager (BoardAp poi n)} e d
Val Layman valerieslayr@mahoo.com

Newsletter Editor (BoardcApp oi nt e
Kim & Larry Anderson 3036226565
fitftormylife@aol.com

Librarian & Historian & Legislation
Carol Brasaemle 38200782

Greeter & Outreach (2010)
Gabriele Alexander 38802885

Membership Coordinator
Kim Anderson 308226565
fitftormylife@aol.com

Web Site:
Eric Nelson & Kevin Thurston

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVI-
CULTURE
REPRESENTATIVES (AFA)

RMSA Delegatesi 6 1 0
Margie Seufert 970.535.0845
Misty Nadeau

VETERINARY MEMBERS

Kris Ahlgrim, DVM

Golden View Veterinary Hospital
885 Lupine Street, Unit C
Golden, CO 80401

3032791081

Jefferson Animal Clinic
8790 Ralston Road
3034233370

Joni Edwards, DVM
VCA Animal Hospital
1285 S. Sheridan Blvd
3039221127
Homestead Animal Hospital & Avian and
Exotics Hospital

6900 S. Holly Circle
3037717350

Monique Weldon, DVM
Aurora Animal Hospital
18525 East Smoky

Hill Road

3036802200

Opinions expressed in the RMSA News
those of the authors and do not necessar
ly reflect the opinion of RMSA Board, its
members, volunteers, or the RMSA New
letter Editor.

Monitoring legislation to protect our rights to

BUSINESS MEMBERS

A Andersen Aviary
Andrea Andersen
www.andersenaviary.com

Avalon Aviaries
Susanne Cochran
www.avalonaviary.com
avalonstor@frii.com

Bella Bluebird, LLC
Nicole Gisi
peekabir@yahoo.com

Burd E Toiz
Johnny & Lisa Holt
burdetoiz@hotmail.com

Colorado Process Servers
Melissa and Jennifer Brookstone
www.coloradoprocessservers.net

Krystal Reed Photography
Krystalreedphotagraphy.com
krystala@aol.com

Denver, CO

Madeline Lia Duncan, PC
Wheatridge, CO

Mark Edson
Louviers. CO

John Egan
Franktown, CO

Feathers
Don & Missi Weide
misg@feathersbirdstore.com

Fenix Crocks, Cages, and More
Menifee, CA

Fine Feathered Flock
Sandi & Marin Brennan
Edgewood, NM

Gone to the Birds
Patti Kastella, Arvada, CO
Gonetothebirds.net

Healthy Pet Supply

~ | healthypetssupplyonline.com

RMSA works for you and aviculture

through
Education, Conservation and Preservation

Fellowship with others interested in birds

Events promoting aviculture

own and keep birds

RMSA24/7 INFORMATION LINE
303-456-0068

Conifer, CO

R.H. Landscape & Sprinkler
Rich Hancock
Parker , CO

Rocky Mountain Bird Farm & Pet Supply
Cynthia Van Wormer & Shawn Rapley
rockymtnbirdfarr@hotmail.com

Royal Bengal Kitchen
Roma Melrose
www.royalbengalkitchen.com

Von Guardian Healing Holistic Animal Care
Mark & Lorine Ingram
9702011653
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. vendors that helped at the November Rocky Mountain Bird Expo. It was
one of the smoothest and best expos we have had in years. The vendors
were great, we had a rash of no shows at the last minute because of per-
sonal, professional and car problems, but the 30+ vendors we did have were full of supplies and
N ready to bargain. We really have a great core of vendors and they help make our expos what
they are today.

It was refreshing to see all the new faces volunteering at the expo; we desperately needed the
2 new help.  Many non -board members were there for the entire weekend, Dan Flori, Scott Krone,

A\

»i Karen & Steve Stone, Nan Pettee, Fred lacino, Ryan, Tasha Ankerich, Jim Roberts, Steve Carter,

/
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. Rolf Tveitan and I'm sure | forgot someone? Also thanks to Amy Guy and Daylight Donuts for do-
By nating pastries for the Saturday Vendor Breakfast. A very big Thank You to Jim Handzel and
& Coast to Coast Trade Show Services for providing the very professional looking Pipe and Drape, =
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much the club netted for funds, but as far as the expo as a whole, we had a huge success.
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At our December meeting we will have board elections, | had intended on stepping down and giv-
2 ing someone else a shot at fame & glory? | want to spend more time with Tamara and Susanne,
plus I'm sure you have got to be tired of seeing my face up there every month.
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There are many positions coming up for election this year, two or three half terms and 4 full two

¥ year terms. Our internal problems cost us a lot the last year, both in membership and funds. We
% need strong people in these positions to help pull our club back to where it should be. Our big

N Weak spot is the treasurer position. We need someone dedicated and strong willed to take this

& on. Per our bylaws candidates need to be pre -approved by the board for experience and qualifi-

cations before they can run for that office. If you think that position might be right for you, talk

to me or one of your board members.
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I wanted to also point out something for all of us to remember. When we had our problems last
year, our club split in three different ways, but there were a few board members that | feel

D¥ stayed true to our club and acted with our best interests at heart. These people are really the
.foundanon of our club right now, Bear Twyman, Karen Nickle, Gabrielle Alexander, Warren

\7 Py Benbrook and Val Layman. Despite everything going on, they took the clubs side at every turn
= and were not swayed to the force or the dark side (had to throw
&= some humor in somewhere). They are responsible for holding our
% club together during that time. | wanted to thank them for that and
let my fellow club members know also.
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Z This club has been a good part of my life the last five years and the

» knowledge | have gained from it is invaluable. | have met many

good friends that |1 dm sure will contin
i ture. | want to thank you for that and thank you for having faith in

me as your president. | will always be part of this club because |

= think it has a needed spot in our community and it has huge poten-

/a tial to be a vital part of our community. Keep up the good work,
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Eric, Jackson, Heidi and Jazz . 4
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HANK YOU!

To all that volunteered, vendored, or gifted the November Exotic Bird Expo, contrib-
uting to Itdés huge succeslp

Our vendors and our visitors had a great experience thanks to the hard work and
generous donations of our RMSA members.

Our speakers Suzanne Cochran (Avalon Aviary), Julie Murad (The Gabriel Founda-
tion) and Kevin Thurston thank you for your warm welcome.

To John Vincent & The Thunderbirds & Top Hogs for great entertainment!

A very special note of gratitude goes out to a volunteer no one sees. She watched
over our flock each night, making sure our precious cargo was safe and sound.
Thank you Tasha Ankerich for being our night watch person!

To the following volunteers that contributed to a more relaxed Expo !

Fred lacino, Glenda Pullum, Gabriele Alexander, Suzanne Martinez, Anne Martinez ,
Valerie Layman, Kevin Thurston, Jim Roberts, Cindy & Steve Carter, Bear Twyman,
Karen & Steve Stone, Dan Flori, Nan Pettee, Karen Nickle, Warren Benbrook, Larry
& Kim Anderson, Scott Krone, Dave Martinez, & Rob Martinez & those we missed!

A very big Thank You to Jim Handzel and Coast to Coast Trade Show Services for
providing the very professional looking Pipe and Drape, his crew stuck around Friday
night and helped us get all the tables finished.

Thanks to Amy Guy & Daylight Donuts for donations for Vendor breakfast.

Thanks to King Soopers for donating gift cards for the Vendor breakfast &Thanks to
Vitamin Cottage in Lafayette

VSI: Distributor of Animal Health Products
Thank You to all of our Vendors

Anderson Aviary, Birdie Bayou, All Things Birdie, Bizzy Birdie Playthings, Centurian
Cages, Exotic Birds of Denver, Nebraska Exotic Birds, Terri Leonard, Epic Bird
Toys, Ronnie of Starbird (CA), Paul Denton, Healthy Habits, The Gabriel Founda-
tion, Sandi Brennan, Avalon Aviary, Super Bird Creations, Earl Grey Toys, Excello
Commodities, Shameless Avian, Michelle Dexter, Saloman Timbrados, Lloyd &
Joan Marquardt, Bella Embroidery, Krystal Photography, S & S Dragon Hot Sauce,
Rocky Mountain Bird Farm, Dr Kris Algrim, DVM




Calling All Clever Kidsl! —

We still need help naming had a real
our Mascot!

Youdve seen the Bigf
pos, greeting our guests and delight- '
ing small children. Did you know our i3
Mascot doesndét Wave

need your help!! '

If you have an idea for a name and
you are under 18 years of age,
send your suggestions to the News-
letter Editor (Kim & Larry Anderson):

fitftormylife@aol.com

You can enter more than one name.
The winning name will be selected in
a random drawing during the January

RMSA 2010 AFFILIATIONS
~ Adopt -A-Bird ~

American Federation of Aviculture AAB i s RMSAemsedt at om

PACFA-Qualified

RMSA is an affiliated club of the American Fe % Cage Bird Foster/Adoption Program.
To qualify to adopt through RMSA, you must be a currep

eration of Aviculture. Each RMSA member] % A

== member and have a completeddAB Questionnairen file ®

encouraged to join AFA as an individual, famfigf with the AAB Manager at least one month prior to appl
commercial or veterinarian member.

@7 ing for adoption. For more information, please contact?
i ) ) ) RMSAInfo Line 303.456.0068 or go to our website
Education is one of the most important things www.rmsabirds.com.

can do for your birds! Join today and receiveliwa s o a2 0n 0n on oo on on @ o g s 92
Watchbird, a world class journal full of articl
about birds of all types and species. AFA is

ur

o : : 7pm
legislative Watchbird, and is a 501©(3) organip- _ .p .
i Please, all bring a dish to share! Bring
lon. . ' your own serving utensil, if you can.
Join today at www.afabirds.org Will be having Elections for Board & Non
RMSA delegates: Board positions.

Margie Seufert AAB will be present with birds to adopt

Misty Nadeau Come, ready to have a great time, laugh,

and enjoy your fello




Yankee Gift Exchange

If you would like to participate in the Yankee Gift Ex-

Ly

change at the December 10th meeting, bring a %*5 A /s
wrapped gift, newly purchased or newly home- Py IAEY s
made, with a retail value of approximately $15-$20. ‘ /
Bird-related or other, funny or useful, your choice! Please make sure ‘ s
your item is not used and is family appropriate. ¢ o
9

Here is how it works:

Everyone places their gifts on the big table in the meeting room and draws a card from a stand-
ard deck of playing cards. When your card is drawn, you will choose a gift from the table and
open it so that everyone can see what it is. Then you must quickly decide if you will keep it or
trade it for any gift that has already been opened. You must give up your gift if someone else
wants to trade with you.

Everyone participating will have a chance to select, open, and trade or keep a gift. Those who
have opened theirs must keep their gift visible at all timesd no hiding! Because the first person
to open a gift had nobody to trade with, they will end up with first choice of ALL the gifts. After
the last gift has been opened, they may keep what they have or trade with any qift in the room.

Participation in the Yankee Gift Swap is voluntary.
You are not required to bring a gift to the meeting.

D]
[ A Youdre guaranteed to have
' pating OR watching!

Bring a dish to share for the
Annual RMSA Christmas Party!

"4 %% 9OF

Remember to bring utensils to  serve your dish! If you need utensils,
contact Kim Anderson via email or call 303 -622-6565




Rocky Mountain Society of Aviculture, National Western Stock Show Complex
Denver, Colorado, November 12, 2010 ,
General Meeting

1. There was no RMSA Board Meeting Sunday, November 7th, 2010. The Board Members were at Westecli
comprehensive Bird Expo Meeting to go over last minute shared information and schedule and area assigr
procedures.

Board Members present November 7th were: Board Members absent November 7th :
Eric Nelson, President Linda Compton, Vice President
Valerie Layman, Secretary Warren Benbrook, AAB Manager

Kevin Thurston, Education Manager

Bear Twymari Trustee Glenda Pullum, Home Visitation Manager
Karen Nickle Fundraising Manager  Gabriele AlexanBablicity & Outreach
Kim & Larry Anderson Newsletter Editors& Membership Chairperson

for a |
ments

2. The RMSA General Meeting was held at the National Western Stock Show Complex as the Bird Show Venglors we

setting up their booths and attending RMSA Members helped in getting last minute tasks completed. Eric Nel

on call

the RMSA Meeting to order about 7:30 p.m. to get membership focused on the need for volunteers Saturday and S

day in the various areas and tasks that needed attending to.

3. Eric Nelson again asked for volunteers to be on a committee to bring to the December General Meeting a sl
didates willing to run for the various expiring Board Positions. Tasha Ankerich volunteered to chair this Com
Donnie and Jim Roberts volunteered to also work with Tasha in contacting eligible members interested in ry
the vacating positions.

te of c
ttee an
hning f

4. With the large number of birds in fostering situations, approximately 30 at the November General Meetinﬂ and n

adoptive paperwork submitted, a motion was made to have the fostered birds be brought in to the Decemb
Meeting to see if we can get some adoption proceedings started. There is a special needs Blue and Gold
needs to be Vet checked and requires full spectrum light. He does come with a cage and next Wednesday |
his last shot at the Vets office it was reported. The motion was passed unanimously.

5. Kevin Thurston volunteered to work at updating the RMSA Website, as he is very knowledgeable and tec s

6. Kim Anderson has officially taken over the RMSA Membership rosters and is updating and contacting the
ship consolidating 3 different document lists. She has been calling the RMSA Members and correcting discref

r Gene
Nlacaw
e will h

y.
embe
ancies.

7. Kim and Larry Anderson have been out soliciting with flyers at Pet Stores and talking to people and advertizjng in th

Prairie Times to spread the work of the upcoming Bird Expo as well at the | 70 Scout News publications.

8. Gabriele Alexander was asking the RMSA Membership to contact landscaping companies and plant nurser
upcoming Spring Shows where RMSA could do Outreach activities to further spread the Good deeds of what
all about.

9. Eric Nelson reminded the 30 RMSA Members in attendance that the December General Meeting would in

ps of th
RMSA

Clude tt

AAB opportunity as well as the Election of Officers to serve on the Board for the next 2 years. There will be fgpd and

gi ft exchange as in yearbés past and fun and good

The General Meeting was adjourned and the focus was last minute details for the opening of the Bird Expd
morning with the Vendorsod Breakfast and doors op

che

Saturd
b N t

Auction Area look mighty fine. In fact the entire Expo hall with the blue and silver pipe and drape give the
friendly professional feel that is inviting and comfortable. Thank you to all of the RMSA Volunteers who wo
diligently to pull this show together!!! Thank you to all the wonderful Vendors who came from near and far to
ute in making this a wonderful Bird Expo. It truly is a cooperative effort of so very many great people!

good times at the Bird Expo with 5 outstanding speakers to educate and entertain attendees. The Raffle Tablﬂ and Si

Respectfully submitted by Valerie Layman, RMSA Secretagyiring.

place ¢
ked so
contrib-




RWSA ELECTION

ANNOUNCING OPEN BOARD AND NON-BOARD VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

Elections and appointments are typically conducted at the December Holiday Party. You must be
a member of RMSA for at least the past six months and be at least 18 years of age by the
December meeting. A call for volunteers to form a Nominating Committee will be made at the
September meeting. You can also nominate yourself or have some other club member
nominate you. Help shape our 50th year!

Position Term of Office Recommended Background
President 2011-2012 Previous board experience
and knows RRO & finances.
Vice President 2011 only (completinga 2 -yr term Previous board experience
being vacated by current VP) and knows RRO & finances.
( Treasurer: Needs to be preapproved by by the board before running
for office
Treasurer 2011 only (completing a 2 -yr term Business accounting & soft
vacated by current Treasurer) ware experience, computer
savvy, good with deadlines.
Secretary 2011-2012 Lots of patience!
Trustee (1 open) 2011-2012 Flexibility!
Publicity 2011-2012 Loves getting the word out!
( The following are President Appointed with Final Board Approval )
Games Manager 2011 (non -voting -reports to the Treasurer) Licensed
Newsletter Editor 2011 (non -voting - reports to the President)
Greeter/Outreach 2011 ( non -voting) Likes to meet and greet!
Membership Chair 2011 (non - voting) Detailed 8 computer -savvy.

AFA Delegates 2011 (elected by the membership)  Current AFA member who will try
(2 Del egates open)
@ 2011 AFA Convention

All of these positions will take full commitment to RMSA, AEducati on, Consg
Preservation Fell owship wit hWeare &ateamsfdedicdteelr e s t
volunteers, that make decisions that are best for RMSA as a group , not for us as

individuals.  As officers, this is a forum to lay the  problems_and offered solutions , on the
table. These positions necessitate coming to the scheduled meetings regularly,

implementing your responsibilities & communicating in a timely manner. The end

product, if we dondt, affects our overall s u
Afout of the boxo for new ideas to make wus an

C C €
e X




Treasur er d|s DIRECTIONS to the RMSA

Report & Expo Balances Monthly General Membership Meeting
Meetings are held the second Friday of each
December, 2010 month at Westech Mechanical, 4755 Fox Street,
Denver.

Will have a detailed, complete re-

port of the Tr dq|@asnugir@ithéeast oR e2350Také I-70 W just
And the Bird Expo Financial Re- || past I-25 to the Pecos Street Exit, which is on the

port in the January Issue. right-hand side of the highway.
If you have any questions, please ||| Coming from the west of | -258 Take I-70 E to
contact: Eric Nelson @ the Pecos Street Exit, just before [-25.

eric@westechmechanical.com The rest of the directions are the same, com-
Respectfully submitted ing from either direction:

. 1.You will be turning north toward Pecos Street
Eric Nelson from 1-70, but before you go even a tenth of a
mile, you will take a hairpin right turn onto 48th Av-
L enue, heading east.

Friday January 15. 2010 2.You will go up and over a bridge/overpass (do
: : not go down the road to the right of the entrance

subject & speaker to the bridge/overpass).
3.After you go down the other side of the bridge/

Scott Krone, an rmsa member overpass, you will see the Quality Inn and The Vil-
. lage Inn to your right on the frontage road that par-
Other African Parrots allels 48th. Turn right at the stop sign just before

The Poicephalus Family the overpass.
He will speak on thhun i P Eog elde Sl Bk G e
personality, availability & diet for the g y g

- - west again. You will pass The Village Inn on the
following species: left.

Cape Parrot 5.Go down the frontage road to the second street

Jardineds Par Ig)nct)hcl-;‘leﬂé Fox Street.

6.Turn left, go down a block. Westech Mechanical
Brown Headed Parrot is on the right hand side . #4755.

Niam-Niam Parrot

Senegal Parrot @mﬂ

Red Bellied Parrot
Meyver 6s Parr

Winner of the Beautiful Basket

96\{ Admissions @ the Bird Expo was
Yellow faced Parrot Jason Paul! Congratulations, Jason!

Ruppell 6s Par




Colorado Process Servers 800-691-6219

Melissa & Jennifer Brookstone
ColoradoProcessServers.net

Proud moms of Georgie the Lovebird, Peko and Peka Boo

the Cockatiels,

Oz the Umbrella Cockatoo ->

and AAB adoptee Tweety the Canary [

who sings beautifully for us all and

tawt he taw a puddy tat!

Come join us at:
pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/1_Birds-Rocky Mountain_Region

/A Andersen Aviary

Handfed-Handtamed
Quakers, Cockatiels, Lovebirds
and other small to medium size birds

Owner/ Licensed Breeder | (303) 7324400
(303) 206-3320
www.AndersenAviary.com

Keenesburg, CO 80643 andrea@andersenaviary.com

F Fax: 1-303-935-7748
1285 South Sheridan Blvd.
Lakewood, CO 80232

Joni Edwards, DVM R

R.H. LANDSCAPE AND SPRINKLER

Design * Maintenance * Trees / Shrubs

Parker, Colorado
Serving The South Metro Area
R. HANCOCK, Owner
Phone (303) 840-8211

Mention this RMSA newsletter ad for special discounts.

&) Saton ary

Birds with the best start that money can buy.

MAP-Certified Breeder
*Cages *Toys *Food *Play Stands
Both Walk-In and On-Line Stores
Susanne Cochran, Owner and Aviculturist
3408 Garfield Ave (Hwy 287), Loveland, CO 80538
(970) 663-5004 (store)

www.avalonaviary,com avalonstore@frii.com

Fme Feathered Flock

SANDI & MARTIN BRENNAN
Edgewood, New Mexico
(505) 281-7729
conurelady msn.com

Specializing in Conures, Mini Macaws and handmade
toys for all sizes of birds.

Distributor of AVITECH PRODUCTS

10

Jerry Labonde, DVM

Homestead Animal Hospital
and
Avian & Exotic Animal Hospital

6900 S. Holly Circle
Englewood, CO 80112
771-7350 or 290-8233

7:30 - 5:30 Weekdays
8 - 1 Saturday




Gone to the Birds

Your Complete Bird Supply Store

303.716.3355
www.gonetothebirds.net

Mission Trace Shopping Center
3355 § Wadsworth H-121
Lakewood, CO 80227

Our Motto Is:
Happy, healthy birds for life.

Kathy Teter
Vice President

Phone: (303) 322-1878

Fax: (303) 322-8163

Email: info@excellobirdseed.com
www.excellobirdseed.com

GoldenView
Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Kris Ahlgrim, DVM

885 Lupine St. Unit C
Golden, CO 80401
303 279 90182

GVH@goldenviewvet.com

... Rocky Mtn. Bird Farm & Pet Supply

Licensed Rescue and responsible breeder

Cynthia Van Wormer & Shawn Rapley
Active Aviculturists, owner, operators

650 Woodmoor Dr.
Monument, CO 80132

rockymtnbirdfarm@hotmail.com  719-466-3310 or 805-503-9592

Your Business Card
Could Be Here!!

Join as a business or
veterinary member and
get a year o
vertising as part of your

club membership!

Contact Kim Anderson
about membership at

fitformylife@aol.com

Jefferson Animal Clinic

| Russell R. Drabek, DVM
ANIMAL CLINIE

I
JEFHERSON

KrystalReed

8790 Ralston Rd

krysta

= Authentic American, Asian & International F&)d ]
u Catering &Event Planning =
= Cooking Classes=
= Personal Chef Servicesw
www.royalbengalkitchen.com
6940 N. 63rd St., Longmont, CO 80503

S

Photography.com
lar@aol.com

Arvada, CO 80002
Phone: (303) 423 -3370 Fax: (303) 423-0827

720-308-0566
Photography

Open Weekdays: 7:30am - 5pm

Dog Walking
Pet Sitting

Saturdays: 8am i noon

11



Education corner
Inhalant Toxins in Pet Birds

Jerry LaBonde MS, DVM
Homestead Animal Hospital

There are numerous household products that bird could potentially get into or be exposed to.
There is not enough room in one article to discuss all the toxins. | will address the most common
toxicity in pet birds, Inhalant Toxins.

Just because a product | abel says fisafe f
it is safe around birds. The big concern is with anything that can create an odor (aerosols, sprays,
smoke, perfumes, e.t.c.). Many products, if used correctly with proper ventilation, can be used safe-
ly around birds. When inappropriate use occurs, birds are easily affected with a variety of symptoms
including lethargy, diarrhea, and breathing problems. Toxin exposures usually occur rapidly with a
history of no changes in diet or environment. Pet bird owners should always be aware if any house-
hold products, aerosols, or cleaning agents have been recently used in the home when any bird
shows signs of an unexplained illness. Many owners will be unaware of the sensitivity their birds
have to every day products. For example an Amazon parrot exhibited severe respiratory distress
after an owner applied a spray-on anti-stain protectant to a nearby sofa. Because of the numerous
products used in the home, birds should be treated according to their clinical signs and condition. If
you suspect a toxin exposure, immediately contact your veterinarian or veterinary emergency hospi-
tal. Do not attempt to administer any home remedies unless instructed by your veterinarian.

There is considerable variation between avian species in their response to different toxins. In
general, the smaller the bird, the more sensitive it is to toxic exposures. Toxins have a more pro-
found effect in very young, very old, or compromised birds (especially with liver disease). The avian
respiratory system is extremely sensitive to many different types of gases and smoke. Relatively
rapid transit times and gastrointestinal absorption combined with a high metabolic rate, accelerate
the effects of an ingested toxin. In aviary or multiple-bird homes, usually many birds are affected.
Environmental conditions such as ventilation and temperature affect toxin exposure.

The efficiency of the avian respiratory system makes birds more susceptible to gasses or
fumes in the household or aviary and can often result in acute death. The majority of exposures oc-
curring in the home are a result of inappropriate use or proximity near the pet birds. Ventilation,
temperature, and humidity can affect the toxic potential of many airborne toxins. Smaller avian spe-
cies are more susceptible to inhalant toxins. Smoke from cooking or burning material and fumes
from aerosols or cleaning agents are frequent causes of inhalant toxicosis. Any strong odor or aero-
solized particulates from any household product can be potentially toxic. Many standard vacuum
cleaners have a filtered exhaust that can emit micro-aerosolized particulate into the air. When these
are inhaled can cause respiratory compromise. Standard ventilators or stove top filters do not suffi-
ciently clear the air toxic particles. When any gasses or fumes are present in the home or aviary,
the birds should be removed from the house and windows opened for ventilation. With any toxic in-
halant exposure, the veterinarian needs to treat the clinical signs presented. This may include ad-
ministration of humidified oxygen, bronchodilators, diuretics for pulmonary edema, broad-spectrum
antibiotics, anti-inflammatories, and supportive fluid and heat therapy.
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Polytetrafluoroethylene

Polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), or polymer fume fever, poisonings are one of the more common air-
borne toxins reported in birds. Sources of PTFE are non stick surfaces on products such as cookware, drip
pans, heat lamp covers, irons, and ironing board covers. The gas is emitted when the surface undergoes
pyrolysis at 280 *C (536*F) and the PTFE is degraded. Acute death due to respiratory failure is the most
common history, but mild exposures exhibit moist rales, dyspnea, ataxia, depression, or anxious behavior.

Smoke Inhalation

The primary cause of death in most smoke inhalation toxicoses is carbon monoxide (CO). There are,
however, other irritant (aldehydes, HCI, sulfur dioxide) and non-irritant (CO, CO2, hydrogen cyanide) gasses
as well as particulate matter that can cause severe respiratory trauma. Carbon monoxide from incomplete
combustion of fires, combustible engines (such as poorly ventilated vehicles), and some poorly maintained
furnaces, can result in acute deaths. Carbon monoxide does not injure the lungs but it decreases the oxy-
gen carrying capacity of hemoglobin in the blood resulting in dyspnea, depression, ataxia, nausea, and
death. Carbon dioxide build up will lower available oxygen as well as acting as a respiratory stimulant result-
ing in increased inhalation of other toxic constituents of smoke. Hydrogen cyanide causes cellular inability to
utilize oxygen further complicating smoke inhalation.

The primary concern with irritant gasses (aldehydes, HCI, sulfur dioxide) is delayed, complicated pul-
monary failure. These clinical problems may not surface for days. Therefore, persistent monitoring and treat-
ment should continue for days up to three weeks post smoke exposure.

Treatment of smoke inhalation includes access to fresh air immediately followed by emergency thera-
py as needed. Oxygen in a dark, stress free environment is used to stabilize and if possible, humidified oxy-
gen or nebulized saline in oxygen will minimize drying of secretions and seeding of bacteria. Bronchodilator
therapy can be used to alleviate reflex bronchospasms.

Tobacco smoke via passive inhalation can result in chronic respiratory problems, increased suscepti-
bility to bacterial invasion, ocular irritation, and some dermatologic problems most commonly on the feet or
face. Coughing, sneezing and conjunctivitis are the most common clinical signs. The ingestion of nicotine
can also cause problems such as vomiting, diarrhea, hyperexciteability, seizures and death. Therapy for sec-
ondary illnesses due to tobacco exposure will only help if the bird is removed from the chronic exposure to
these products.

There are many household products that have been anecdotally reported as toxic to birds. The pri-
mary cause of respiratory compromise is due to contact irritation of lungs and air sacs. Any aerosolized prod-
uct from a spray or aerosolized from wind or vacuuming can be potentially toxic. Many of these products may
be considered non-toxic unless airborne and inhaled in a specific concentration.

Inhalant Household Toxins

Ammonia and strong bleach Mothballs (naphthalene, paradichlorobenze ne)

Automobile exhaust/ carbon monoxide Smoke (Tobacco or any other source)
Bug bombs, pesticide strips and sprays Self Cleaning Ovens

Burning foods and cooking oils

Chemical sprays (i.e. disinfectants, deodorizers, furniture polish, etc.)

Fluoropolymers from spray starch

Glues, paints, and nail polish and remover

Hair permanents and hair sprays

Hair dryer fumes (primarily from new hair dryers

Leaded gasoline fumes

Most non stick cooking surfaces (i.e. pots, pans, woks, and drip pans)
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